
The Problem of Evil 
Introduction 
A.  The Problem of Evil as it relates to faith.
1. "What most people call 'faith' (in the religious sense of the word) is nothing 
but a willingness to accept religious dogma uncritically," Harris says. "I am 
definitely arguing that we have to transcend this impulse." Sam Harris author 
of “The End of Faith.” http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?
storyId=6166802

2. Is Harris right?  Are we afraid to have our faith challenged?  Are we blindly 
following Christian teachings?  The answer is yes and no
a. Yes some blindly follow a faith.  This is sad because they then never  
really understand what they supposedly have. Therefore they don’t really 
have anything they are just pup-petering what others did.

b. It is also true that many blindly reject faith.  They reject God, but honestly 
they have no idea who he and can’t give you any answers about why he 
isn’t real.

C. I believe we need more than ever to arm ourselves with the ability to answer 
questions.  
a. The world is challenging us more than ever.  
b.We must be ready to answer more than ever.  
c. Even if you have no questions your friends and children do

I.  What is the Problem of evil
A. The argument from evil (or problem of evil) is the argument that an all-

powerful, all-knowing, and perfectly good God would not allow any̶or 
certain kinds of̶evil or suffering to occur. http://www.infidels.org/
library/modern/nontheism/atheism/evil.html

B.  Responses
1. According to the unknown purpose defense (UPD), God allows 

apparently pointless suffering for some reason that we can't 
comprehend. 

2. The free will defense (FWD) maintains that God has to allow the 
existence of some evil in order to preserve human free will (e.g., Alvin 
Plantinga, Robert Adams). 
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3. Finally, the soul-making theodicy (SMT) contends that God allows 
some evil because it builds positive character in the victims or in 
others which outweighs the negative value of the evil itself (e.g., John 
Hick).  http://www.infidels.org/library/modern/nontheism/atheism/
evil.html

II.  How do we respond to this argument?  Here are some responses that I 
have thought about that I think really help us frame it in a way people can 
understand.  
A.  Death from a Christian/God perspective.

1. One of the most difficult things about the problem of evil relates to 
our view of death.
a) A Lot of our dealing with this problem stems from how we view 

death and life differently than God does.  We view it from a 
natuaral physical life centered perspective and not from a spiritual 
eternal perspective. 

b) We view death as a bad event.
c) From our view Rose was robbed of a lifetime of pleasure on this 

earth.
d) Is that God’s view?

2. From God’s perspective is the dead dead?  NO
a) The dead have simply passed from life on a physical earthly realm 

to life on a spiritual/eternal realm.
b) I love the description of death that compares it to a baby being 

born.  
(1) How would a baby think about it’s birth? 
(2) If it thinks anything at all the whole process would be very 

scary wouldn’t it?
(3) From God’s perspective is death any different than birth.  It is 

simply life moving from one environment to another.
c) Did God build us to die?

(1)No
(2) He created us eternal.
(3) So God says death is the result of sin.

III.How Could God deal with death?
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A.  Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to 
tend and keep it.  16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, 
“Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat;  17 but of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you 
eat of it you shall surely die.” Genesis 2:16,17
1. “Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of 

Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take 
also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”̶ therefore the LORD 
God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which 
he was taken. So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at 
the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned 
every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.” (Genesis 3:22‒24 
NKJV)

B.What Were God’s Choices?
1. He could have instantly destroyed man.  

a) He could wipe out all humanity or simply destroy us all as we 
individually sin.  

b) This leaves no possible path of redemption.
2. He could allow men to live forever.

a) He could have placed no curse on sin in regards to life other than 
to say that we would lose our fellowship with God.

b) In this case we would be eternally separated from God.
3. He could make us so that we all live a certain number of year, let’s say 

70 and then die.  
a) We go to bed on our 69th birthday and we all wake up in another 

world.
b) Now what affect would this have on the world we live in? How 

would people live?
(1) People would get last minute religion.
(2) We could live and act in any way we want up to that point.
(3) While this would be seemingly fair it would create an even 

worse world than we have now.
4. God could put on a point system.

a) We all get 100 points.  You use up your points and you die.
(1) Murder is a 100 point sin.
(2) Adultery is a 5 points.



(3) Stealing is 1 point.
(4) Lying?  It depends on the lie.

b)  Now you can get credits for good deeds.
(1) Perfect attendance at church for a year is 10 points
(2) Going on a mission trip is 5 points.
(3) Helping people 1 point per event.

c) . What would this create?  Fair.  But it would create a system of 
manipulation.

5. God instead has given us a world in which we all know that we are 
going to die but we do not know when.  We are given the opportunity 
to seek for him, and many of us do. Others continue to live in their 
rebellion or in intentional ignorance. .

IV. What God teaches us about death.
A.  “Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and 

such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; whereas 
you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is 
even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 
Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or 
that.” But now you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is 
evil.”  (James 4:13‒16 NKJV)

B. And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 
judgment,”  (Hebrews 9:27 NKJV)
1. Thus we that God’s way to me is undoubtedly best.  
2. We do not know when we shall live or when we shall die.  Thus we are 

motivated to always stay faithful to the Lord.,
C. “For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. 

Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.”  (Romans 14:8 
NKJV)



D. “For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer 
and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to my earnest 
expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all 
boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, 
whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I 
shall choose I cannot tell. For I am hard-pressed between the two, having 
a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. Nevertheless to 
remain in the flesh is more needful for you. And being confident of this, I 
know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and 
joy of faith, that your rejoicing for me may be more abundant in Jesus 
Christ by my coming to you again.”  (Philippians 1:19‒26 NKJV)

E. “Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ”  “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that 
they may rest from their labors, and their works follow 
them.””  (Revelation 14:13 NKJV)

V. Conclusion
A. This lesson has only dealt with an element of the problem of evil as we 

dealt with how God for our own good gave us the current system.  There 
are many other questions that people can and do raise.  

B. In this lesson we have tried to show that the way that God created death 
with for our own blessing.  He loves us.  

C.We know that God is sovereign, but in his sovereignty he allows men to 
choose to live in rebellion and to do things that are against his will.

D.We should not blame a good God for the evil deeds of men.  


